Myer^ndsWRA 
Policy to Release 
American Japanese 

Dillon S. Myei's director of the \ 
War Be location today I 

stoutly defended sub- J 

committee of his | 

Americans of [ 
ppane^ ancestry from the 10 re- I 
in which they were 
placed after outbreak of the war* 

It has been estimated 20,000 of 
the 130,000 evacuated from the 
West Coast after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor have been ^iven either tem- 
I i^rary or indefinite freedom to re- 
llieve America's labor shortai^e. 

'It Is the position of the WRA 
that its leave regrulations are essen^ 
tial to the legal validity of the 
evacuation and relocation program/ 
declared Mn Myen ^'These leave 
regulations establish a procedure 
under which the loyal citizens and 
law-abiding aliens may leave a re- 
location center to become re-estab- 
lished in normal life." 

Never Entered Center* 

Mr. Myer pointed out that when 
the evacuation of the Japanese on 
the West Coast was originally de- 
termined upon, it was contemplated 
that the evapuees would be freed im- 
, mediately to go anywhere they 
[ wanted within the United States so 
I long as they remained outside of 
j the West Coast evacuated area. 

I "Approximately B,0fKJ evacuees left 


the evacuated area at that time and 
5,000 of those have never lived in re- 
location centers/' he declared. "The 
decision tp provide relocation' cep- 
tei^ for the evacuees Was iiot ftfade'- 
untihsome six weeks after evac’ua- ' 
tion was decided upon and was made ! 
[largely because of a recognition of 
I the danger that the hasty and un- 
planned resettlement of 112,000 peo-, 
pie might create civil disorder." i 
Mr. Myer argued that detention 
within a relocation camp is not a 
necessary part of the evacuation 
process* "It is not intended," he 
j declared, ''to be more than a tem- 
poraiy si age in the process of the 
evacuees into new homes and jobs." 

Must Meet Four Conditions. 

Those released from the relocation 
centers for indefinite periods, Mr. 
Myer said, must meet the following 
four conditions: 

"1. WRA must be satisfied from 
its Investigation that there is no 
reason to believe Issuance of leave 
to the particular evacuee will inter- 
fere with the war program or en- 
danger the public peace and secu- 
nty: 

"2, The individual must have a 
job or means of support: 

"3* The community to which the 
individual wishes to go must be one 
in which evacuees can relocate with- 
out public disturbance: 

*'4. The evacuee must agree to 
keep WRA notified of any change 
I of address. 

"The War Relocation Authority is 
denying indefinite leave to those 
evacuees who request repatriation 
or expatriation to Japan or who 
have answered in the negative," he 
said, *'or refused to answer at all. 
a direct question as to their loyalty 
to the U nited S ta tes , or a g a I nst ' 
whom the intelligence agencies or 
WRA records supply direct evidence 
of disloyalty or subversive ness* Tlie 
great majority of the evacuees fall 
rlnto none of these classes and aie 
thus eligible to leave under the 
I authority's regulations/' 


